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SALHIYA, Baghdad -- Smiles were
plentiful among a group of kids who
have every right to be unhappy, consid-
ering that they're orphans. Add to that a
visit from the doctor, an event that can
be traumatic to both young or old. 

The advance party smoothed the
way, entering the building armed with
lollipops so that most of the children
were sucking on a brightly, colored treat
before the doctor started his exams.  

Soldiers from Task Force 3-8
Cavalry conducted a medical humani-
tarian assistance mission at the orphan-
age located in the Salhiya neighborhood
of the Karkh District of Baghdad Dec.
9.

The visit allowed medical staff to
check on any ill children, as well as pro-
vide medical supplies to the staff, Maj.
David Harford, the task force surgeon
for TF 3-8 Cav. said. 

During previous missions, which
are conducted quarterly, the medical
staff had performed general physical
examinations on each child. Harford
saw approximately 10 children during
his visit. 

"The children here are generally
pretty healthy and so we have very lit-
tle, other than those few today," said
Harford, a pediatrician with subspecial-
ties in oncology and hematology, from
San Antonio, Texas.  

Harford said there is a physician
assistant that works at the orphanage
who has access to basic medications for
treatment and there are also Iraqi physi-
cians from nearby hospitals who have
begun regularly visiting the orphanage. 

"They're actually getting much
more support now than when we first
arrived," Harford said.

The orphanage first came to the
attention of the "Bulldogs" of Company
B, 2nd Battalion, 7th Cavalry Regiment,
as they conducted patrols in the neigh-
borhood. The headmistress asked if
some doctors could stop and look at the
kids, according to Capt. Alexander
Rasmussen, the civil military operations
officer for TF 3-8 Cav.  

The orphanage has been in opera-
tion for seven months, Najat Shakir

Mahmod, headmistress of the orphan-
age, said. There are 23 caregivers work-
ing two shifts to provide round-the-
clock care to the 55 children, including
infants, who call the orphanage home.

"We are very thankful to the U.S.
Army," Mahmod said. "They are help-
ing us much."

The children were happy to see the
Soldiers, and several ran up for hugs
and hand slaps. The little boys wel-
comed the extra attention as Soldiers

rough-housed with them. The troops
passed out backpacks and candy, as well
as medical supplies.

"I don't think they would have
access to all this stuff - and it's just a
small drop in the bucket," said Master
Sgt. Antionne Murray, a medic and the
medical platoon sergeant for
Headquarters Company, 3-8 Cav., from
Topeka, Kansas. "I think that any little
bit helps. We're just trying to do our part
to help the community out. As much as
we can, we try to come out here and
bring them supplies."

Soldiers Visit Orphanage Bearing Gifts, Medical Aid 

(Above) A group of kids at the
Salhiya Orphanage in the Karkh
District of Baghdad enjoy treats
brought to them by Soldiers of Task
Force 3-8 Cavalry, 3rd Brigade
Combat Team, 1st Cavalry Division,
during a medical humanitarian
assistance mission Dec. 9.
(Left) Pfc. Oscar Buonafina, of
Reseda, Calif., from Company C,
215th FSB, a driver currently tasked
as a chaplain's assistant, allows a
child at the Salhiya Orphanage to
play with his Gameboy.

Photos by Staff Sgt. Susan German, 122nd MPAD
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Thank you, but I’m busy.

shukran, laakinee mashghool.

Sunday
High: 54
Low: 32

Friday
High: 49
Low: 29

Saturday
High: 52
Low: 30

Weather information provided by 1CD Staff Weather Office (SWO)

By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel
122nd MPAD

CAMP TAJI, Iraq -- Watching from
their lofty vantage point, they know all
that happens on their airfield and in their
airspace.  Like a conductor guiding an
orchestra through a complex movement,
they maneuver aircraft on the airfield,
"stacking" them within specific guide-
lines.  When the birds take to the air, these
Soldiers warn them of dangers ahead, of
obstacles in the airspace.

Soldiers of the Massachusetts
National Guard's Company E, 126th
Aviation Regiment attached to the 4th
Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division keep flight operations running
smoothly from within the Air Traffic
Control (ATC) Tower, known as "Taji
Tower."

"We are the eyes and ears of the Taji
airfields and the airspace within 10 miles
of us," said San Antonio, Texas resident
Sgt. Matt Schuldt, an air traffic controller
with Company E.

Schuldt is one of 4 air traffic con-
trollers with the company.  When the unit
was activated in December of 2003 in
support of Operation Iraqi Freedom II,
they were short personnel, thus citizen-
Soldiers from Tennessee, Texas, North
Carolina, Pennsylvania, and Indiana were
brought in to fill the roles of the unit.

"It's been interesting seeing all the
Soldiers from different states really come
together," said Manchester, Conn. resi-
dent Sgt. 1st Class Ed Comstock, the ATC
chief. "Over the course of the year,
they've really come together as a team."

Comstock said Soldiers brought in
from different units also increased an
already wide experience range.

The combined experience has paid
dividends in the fast-paced, high- stress
conditions working in a combat zone

demands.
"A typical day for us sees about 800-

900 movements," said Spc. Daren Reno
of Indianapolis, Ind. "AIT couldn't possi-
bly prepare you for all that happens out
here."

At age 21, Reno is one of the younger
Soldiers in the unit, assigned to Company
G, 238th Aviation Regiment of the Indiana
National Guard.  He returned to his home
unit only to be immediately attached to
Company E.

"The environment in school was so
sterile," Reno said.  "They give you a
problem and you have to provide the text-
book answer. Out here, there is no cookie-
cutter answer; you have to use your best
judgment in each situation."

Over the course of their year deploy-
ment, the Soldiers of the tower have

learned to trust their experience.  Their
job in the tower requires they juggle many
tasks, often needing snap judgments.

"From take off to landing, we are
responsible for everything in our airspace
and there are a lot of things you've got to
be aware of," said Schuldt. 

As he watched over the transfer of
day crew to night, Comstock said that the
year in Iraq has proved an eye-opener for
his Soldiers, but they have responded to
the challenges and proven themselves
more than capable.

"I'm really proud of all of my guys
and how far they've come over the course
of this deployment," he said. "I can [go]
home at night, knowing they are on the
job, I can go to sleep and not be sitting in
my room pulling my hair out from
worry."

Soldiers Orchestrate Missions in Taji’s Air Space

Staff Sgt. Marcelino Segura of San Antonio, Texas with Company E, 126th
Aviation Regiment attached to the 4th Brigade Combat Team, 1st Cavalry
Division watches from Taji Tower as two Black Hawks lift off on a mission.

By Cpl. Benjamin Cossel, 122nd MPAD
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NeNews Notesws Notes
You’re Never Too
Old for Some Ink

DuBOIS, Pa.  (AP)  --
Ralph Bonebreak was
born to be wild - in 1910.
The 94-year-old man
recently got his first ink
at the Tainted Flesh tattoo
parlor in his hometown.
Bonebreak emerged from
under the needle with a
locomotive on his right
arm and an eagle on his
left. A lot of men who
went into the military got
tattoos, but Bonebreak's
38-year career with the
railroad kept him out of
the service,  said his
fr iend,  Eve Camuso.
"He's  always wanted a
tattoo, but back then the
only place you could get
one was at  the county
fair," Camuso said. "They
weren't very clean." 

8,200 Pennies for
All Your Thoughts

SALT LAKE CITY (AP) -
-  Grant  Petersen with-
drew 8,200 pennies from
his bank and delivered
them in a bucket to pay
an $82 fine he got for
driving with a burnt-out
headlight. Court officials
are apparently not
amused, and have asked
Petersen to come back in
and offer a more "accept-
able" form of payment.
They say state policy
allows clerks to reject
unusual  forms of  pay-
ment, and it 's going to
waste county resources
for someone to count all
that  change.  Petersen
says he doesn't plan on
honoring that request. He
says money is money, and
U.S.  law provides that
coins are legal tender.

Duke Palermo gets a hug from neighbor Frank Marasco after surveying the fire
damage to his home. Damage was estimated at $50,000 for the structure and
$30,000 for the contents. The family had lived in the home since 1990.

Austin American-Statesman

FORT BELVOIR, Va.
(Army News Service) --
President George W. Bush
attended an Operation USO
Care Package event Dec. 10
to help prepare boxes for
troops overseas.

The commander in chief
and First Lady Laura Bush
joined more than 75 volun-
teers at the USO
Metropolitan Washington
warehouse on Fort Belvoir,
Va., and assembled packages
that will be delivered this
winter to troops stationed in
the Middle East. 

Dressed casually in dark
slacks and a blue-collared
shirt, Bush mingled with
USO volunteers as he placed
presidential coins into boxes. 

During his remarks, the
president recognized the sig-
nificance of sending care
packages to service members
overseas.

"This is one way of say-
ing, America appreciates your
service to freedom and peace
and our security," he said. 

After stuffing care pack-
ages, the president and Mrs.
Bush chatted with awestruck
volunteers who took every
opportunity to have their pic-

tures taken with the two. 
USO volunteer Sue

Crippen met President Bush
for the first time even though
she works at the Executive
Office of the President. 

"He hugged me!" gushed
Crippen, a huge smile plas-
tered across her face. 

An avid Bush supporter,
the 50-year-old donned a
black long-sleeved shirt
emblazoned with the phrase
"W - still the President!" 

Despite President Bush's
visit, Crippen said the impor-
tant task at hand was still the
preparation of care packages. 

"It just underscores how
much we love and appreciate
what our military families are
doing," Crippen said. "If
there's any way I could do
this every day, I would." 

Angela Bourdon worked
alongside Bush in a care-
package assembly line. 

The president auto-
graphed a picture of
Bourdon's 31-year-old son,
who is currently serving in
Iraq. 

"For him to recognize my
son is in Iraq…it means a
lot," Bourdon said. 

Beth Bradner, the direc-

tor of development, market-
ing and events at the
Metropolitan Washington
USO, said President Bush's
"hands-on visit" was unprece-
dented because of the level of
interaction between him and
the volunteers. 

"It was outstanding that
he'd be able to come and take
the time to show his support
like that," Bradner said.

President, First Lady Assist with Care Packages

President George W.
Bush packs a candy cane
into a box for troops
overseas at a USO ware-
house on Fort Belvoir, Va.

Army News Service
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In BriefIn Brief

Liv Tyler Gives
Birth To Baby Boy

NEW YORK (AP)  --
Steven Tyler is  now,
gasp, a grandfather. Liv
Tyler,  daugh-
ter of the
A e r o s m i t h
lead singer
and model
Bebe Buell ,
gave birth to a son in
Manhattan Tuesday, Us
Weekly magazine report-
ed. "They are both doing
great," Tyler's publicist,
Stephen Huvane, told The
Associated Press
Wednesday. He said the
baby hadn't  yet  been
named. The 27-year-old
actress is  married to
Royston Langdon of the
band Spacehog. The two
tied the knot in March
2003.

Iglesias Allegedly
Weds Tennis Girl

NEW YORK (AP) -- Is the
knot really tied this time?
Anna Kournikova and
Enrique Iglesias were
married in Puerto
Vallarta, Mexico, a few
weeks ago, Us Weekly
magazine reports.
"Everything is awesome.
We are married," the mag-
azine quotes Kournikova
as saying at a charity ten-
nis event in Florida
Sunday. Court officials in
charge of registering mar-
riages in Puerto Vallarta
and neighboring Nuevo
Vallarta said they had no
record of such a wedding.
But the former tennis pro
and the Latin pop star
could have had a religious
wedding, which would
not be legally recognized
in Mexico.

Sports/Leisure

AUSTIN, Texas (Austin American-
Statesman) -- Texas Coach Rick Barnes gave his
players three days off last week for final exams.

Some of them returned only nominally
Wednesday night for their first game in eight
days. The 14th-ranked Longhorns, outhustled on
the perimeter for most of the night, defeated
Texas-Arlington 85-70 in front of 6,617 fans in
the Erwin Center.

"They played a lot harder," Texas senior
Jason Klotz said. "We need to grow up and play
with the same intensity every game.

Texas (7-1) led by 25 early in the second
half but went scoreless for more than four min-
utes. Texas-Arlington (4-3) outscored the
Longhorns 41-33 in the second half and outre-
bounded them 22-19.

The Longhorns, who had converted 48 per-
cent of their three-point shots before Wednesday,
hit only 5 of 17 (29.4 percent) against Texas-
Arlington. The Longhorns missed 7 of 8 in the
second half.

P.J. Tucker, converted this season from post
player to perimeter forward, led the Longhorns
with 17 points and 10 rebounds. But he failed to
impress himself or Barnes.

Barnes cited Tucker for sloppy ballhandling
and listless defense.

"When you're perimeter players don't play
well, you don't look very good," Barnes said. "It
wasn't just the shooting. I'm talking about the
energy on both ends of the court."

Lethargic Longhorns
Beat Texas-Arlington

Texas' Kenton Paulino puts up two on
UT-Arlington's Jay Neukomm in the
Longhorns 85-70 victory over UT-
Arlington in Erwin Center Wednesday.

Austin American-Statesman

NEW YORK (AP) --
Washington's new baseball
team shut down business and
promotional operations indefi-
nitely Wednesday as its move
to the nation's capital teetered
on the brink of collapse. 

The decision by major
league baseball followed the
District of Columbia Council's
decision Tuesday night to
require private financing for at
least half the cost of building a
new stadium. The September
agreement to move the
Montreal Expos to Washington
called for a ballpark fully
financed by government
money. 

"Yes, I think baseball is
now in jeopardy," Mayor
Anthony A. Williams said. 

A previously scheduled
news conference to unveil new
uniforms was called off and
fans who bought tickets to
watch the renamed Nationals

next season at RFK Stadium
can get refunds, said Bob
DuPuy, baseball's chief operat-
ing officer. 

Baseball will not resume
talks with other cities until after
Dec. 31, the deadline in the

agreement for Washington to
put a ballpark financing law in
place. 

"In the meantime, the
club's baseball operations will
proceed, but its business and
promotional activities will
cease until further notice,"
DuPuy said. 

It remains unclear whether
baseball would move the fran-
chise to RFK Stadium on a
temporary basis, remain at
Montreal's Olympic Stadium or
go to another city.

Williams had signed the
deal nearly three months ago,
and publicly celebrated the
return of major league baseball
to Washington, which hasn't
had a team since 1971. 

"We had a deal. I believe
the deal was broken, and the
dream of 33 years is now once
again close to dying. I would
say close," Williams said at a
news conference Wednesday.

Expos' Move to Capital on Verge of Collapse

A day after Washington,
D.C.'s mayor, Anthony
Williams, tells reporters
that the future of the
Nationals is in great
jeopardy, during a press
conference in
Washington, Wednesday.

Austin American-Statesman


